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and the oil press are also machines. No doubt, they are
small and worked through human or animal power, but
this does not change their character as machinery. There
is, however, reason for Gandhiji's suspicion of large-scale
machinery. When the machine is worked by human power,
it is directly under human control. Even the possibility
of its abuse is strictly limited. With large-scale machinery
it is different. Man himself tends to become a cog in the
machine. In any case, it develops an impersonal character
in which the human may easily be overlooked. The pro-
cess tends to become more important than the produce or
even the producer. Slowly the machine dehumanises man.
It was this danger inherent in large-scale industrializa-
tion that led Gandhiji to conceive of the autonomous and
self-contained village as the unit of society. As far as pos-
sible, every village must regulate its own economic and
political life. In such small units, the human relationship
between individuals would be strong. It could never be
replaced by merely mechanical and impersonal relation-
ships. In village communities, there would be scope for
individual freedom. There would, however, be no risk of
its degeneration into licence or anarchy. The absolute dic-
tatorship of the state and the absolute anarchy of stateless-
ness are both attended with many risks. In the small
village community, men could avoid both these dangers
and carry liberal democracy to its logical conclusion.
A new type of civilization must avoid the defects inherent
in rural economy and the pitfalls revealed in the working
of modern civilization. The petty jealousies and wasteful-
ness of village life as well as the soulless aridity and form-
lessness of urban society must be overcome if the individual
is to achieve the full measure of his personality. The
village is personal and intimate to the point of interference
with one's private life. The city is impersonal and in-
different to the point of callousness. The defects of both
must be avoided if the future civilization of the world is
to permit the free growth of the individual in, free society.